Baseball/Softball All-Star Team Selection Process

Negaunee Little League (NLL) strives to make sure that the regular season offers as much opportunity to play and experience baseball/softball as much as possible. The League implements numerous local rules to make for a more enjoyable playing experience for ALL players. Our League has many different playing levels, each geared to accommodate players based on their age and ability of play. The Sanction Season (All-Star) is a completely separate season from the regular season. It is an opportunity for a significantly higher level of play within the regional Little League system. Players will have a significantly higher level of commitment, and will receive a higher level instruction, and will compete against other All-Star teams.
When it comes to All-Star teams, it is the intent of the Negaunee Little League Board to field a team that will best represent our league in competition and character.  All baseball and softball players will have an opportunity to make the team regardless of popularity, school affiliation, parental influence, or manager prejudice. For those that are not selected for the team the details regarding their candidacy shall be held in the strictest of confidence and remain private. All selection decisions regarding All-Star teams need to be made with these Board of Directors approved ideals in mind. Several characteristics permeate our selection process for players and managers for the All-Star team. These include skill-level and ability to compete, attitude, hustle, team spirit, team leadership, overall character, integrity, and sportsmanship. Winning is fun, but it is very important that we remember that Little League is a Child Development Program and that we are about teaching life lessons, building and demonstrating positive ideals, and characteristics for all our children.

General Selection Process and Procedure Timing:
The All-Star team CANNOT be announced at any earlier date than is prescribed by Little League Rules each year. Practices begin immediately upon team selection and usually run 2 to 3 hours per day and can be (this is at the discretion of the manager) up to 7 days a week. The All-Star Tournaments typically begin the last weekend of June/Early July. If a team were to win the District All-Star Tournament, the team would then move on to the State Tournament (typically late mid/late July). The older teams also have a regional tournament and the Little League World Series (Williamsport, PA) that will take place in mid to late August.

Player and Parent Commitments:
NLL is striving to field the most competitive All-Star teams possible and assure that it is comprised of players and managers/coaches that represent the attitude and character we desire. With this in mind, NLL wishes to involve only parents and players who are committed to the hard work and practice time that is required to participate at this level of competition. The player and parent commitment to All-Stars must be a solid commitment. Tournament Players must bear in mind that their first commitment is to the NLL team before any other non-Little League team or to any other sports events during the All-Star Season.



Number of Players:
Each All-Star team representing the NLL will consist of 12 to 14 players. The All-Star Manager has the discretion of choosing a 13th or 14th player which is eligible for the team. It is strongly recommended that the All-Star Manager pick up to 14 players for the roster. Additionally, the All-Star Manager shall appoint a new player should the team need to replace a player due to injury, lack of commitment, ineligibility, or other unforeseen circumstance. Per Little League rules, some players may be eligible for multiple teams, however, an individual may only be selected or allowed to practice with one All Star team.

Teams and age groups:
Baseball:
 · Junior’s Team: The Junior’s All-Star Team will be made up of players who are league age 12 to 14 and who played in the Majors or Juniors division during the regular season.   
. Major’s Team: The Major’s All-Star Team will be made up of players who are league age 10 to 12 and who played in the Majors or Minors division during the regular season.
· Minor’s  Team: Minor’s All-Star team will be made up of players who are league age 8 to 10 and played in the Majors, Minors OR Development League division during the regular season.
Softball:
· Junior’s Team: The Junior’s All-Star Team will be made up of players who are league age 12 to 14 and who played in the Majors or Juniors division during the regular season.   
. Major’s Team: The Major’s All-Star Team will be made up of players who are league age 10 to 12 and who played in the Majors or Minors division during the regular season.
· Minor’s  Team: Minor’s All-Star team will be made up of players who are league age 8 to 10 and played in the Majors, Minors OR Development League division during the regular season.

All-Star Player Selection Process (Try Outs):

A. Players:

i. 2 day try-outs (tentatively 5/20-5/21 with makeup days for inclement weather)
ii. Each Tryout will be 2 hours or less
iii. Each athlete may only try out for one division and must declare that division ahead of time.
iv. Manager and coaches will pare down the roster after the first day and select the team after the second day of tryouts.  Teams will then be posted to the NLL Facebook page and the NLL Website.  Each participant will be assigned a number when they arrive at the first day of tryouts.  The numbers of the athletes who are asked back for the second day of tryouts will be posted on the NLL facebook page and the NLL website.
v. Regular season managers and coaches will select up to 12 players (NLL BOD recommends that the number of athletes selected is 14, but this is ultimately up to the sanctions manager discretion. NOTE: if a regular season coach or manager’s child attends tryouts, that coach/manager will not provide any input on that child during the selection process.  
vi. If an athlete is unable to attend tryouts, prior arrangements must be made and are at the discretion of the sanction team manager.  These will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.  

B. Coaches/Managers

i. Managers and Coaches will be required to submit their interest in coaching/managing a sanction team via sportsengine to provide a list of potential candidates to the BOD.
ii. The BOD will review the applicants and select the sanction team managers from the pool of applicants provided.
iii. The selected managers can pick 1-2 coaches at their discretion.  The BOD will provide them with the list of interested parties, but they do not necessarily have to choose from that list.  Coaches should be registered regular season coaches/managers, but if none exists or are interested, others may be approached and approved providing that meet background checks.
iv. The selection process for sanction managers by the BOD will take place shortly after the NLL Draft.

















