
If you want a copy of any slide in this presentation,
just email me at:  DRCoachPaul@gmail.com

So, you want to play
COLLEGE FOOTBALL?

Then here are some things you need to know



University of Colorado 
$30,180 in-state COA
X 4 = $120,720

CSU-Pueblo
$24,616 in-state COA
X 4 = $98,464

CO School of Mines
$35,842 in-state COA
X 4 = $143,368

University of Denver
$54,572 COA
X 4 = $218,288

Univ of Northern Colorado
$26,618 in-state COA
X 4 = $106,712

Colorado State University
$28,493 in-state COA
X 4 = $113,972



BIG PICTURE CHECKLIST
 The student-athlete, NOT the parent(s) needs to lead this charge, especially with direct 

contact with college coaches; they do NOT want to deal with the “Agent Parent”
 Grades (bare bones Core GPA: 2.3/D1 & 2.2/D2)
 Register with NCAA Eligibility Center
 Track CORE COURSES with Counselor at DRHS
 Research colleges at ALL levels (there are 674 NCAA football programs!)
 Complete each school’s online recruiting questionnaire!
 Prepare materials to send to coaches

 Hudl highlights
 “Infographic”/Player Resume
 Be sure ALL online bios are 1) CONSISTENT, 2) ACCURATE, 3) UPDATED

 Email Coaches with all relevant info and links to highlights
 100 minimum; narrow to a 10-10-10, then 5-5-5 list
 Be persistent, but not a pest
 Follow Up & reply to all messages
 Update on progress, milestones, etc., as relevant/meaningful

 Schedule Unofficial campus visits
 Attend on-campus Prospect Camps of target schools
 Keep Coach Woj in the loop on all contacts from schools and all school visits



Let’s START at the END. . .



Then don’t be this kid. . .





So, who’s 
Offering

Colorado kids?

78
DIFFERENT 
colleges over
the past

2 years alone

(Ask me for this slide!
It has links to recruiting 
Questionnaires for every
school listed!)

Opportunities at:

• 29 D1
• 17 FBS
• 12 FCS

• 19 D2
• 12 D3
• 14 NAIA
• 4 JuCo



Freshman Year HS

• Develop GREAT STUDY habits and a HOMEWORK ROUTINE
• Recognize where you need to spend additional time…and do it
• Enjoy Football!

• Go 100% every play; impress your coaches and your 
teammates with your WORK ETHIC

• LEARN and UNDERSTAND your position, assignments, etc.
• Go to Varsity Games

• Play other sports
• Build a BASE GPA…start strong and get stronger!



Sophomore Year HS

• Start to look at schools that interest YOU
• Evaluate your GPA Where do you stand?
• Look at NCAA Resources & Requirements

• NCAA Eligibility Center Registration (MANDATORY)
• NAIA Eligibility Center Registration
• Junior College Programs

• Consider College “Prospect” Camps
• School-hosted
• Private (FBU, Nike Elite, Etc)

• Consider taking UNOFFICIAL visits to schools
• Be “ready”… Grades matter at this point



• OFFICIAL VISITS 
• Invite-only

• April 1 – Last Wednesday in June of your 
Junior year

• All expenses paid by school for player & 
parents

• Travel, Room, Meals, Tix, Entertainment

• UNOFFICIAL VISITS
• Can do “almost” anytime (not during “dead” 

periods)
• Arrange through the football office
• They can provide up to 3 game tix if a game-day 

visit
• You pay all other expenses (ask if there are places 

to stay on campus, discounts sometimes apply)

• Be direct when talking to the coach.

“Coach, I am in the process of scheduling my 
unofficial visits and would like to visit your 
university. Would you be available to meet 
with me next Saturday or Sunday? And, is 
there anything you need me to get to you 
ahead of time?”

Keep it simple, and make it your goal to pin 
down a meeting time with the coach, and not 
“sure, just stop by”.  (This is important)

• Best time is spring/summer and 
fall game weekends

UNOFFICIAL vs OFFICIAL VISITS



As a Sophomore

Recruiting Tactic As a Sophomore
Recruiting Material You may receive brochures for camps and 

questionnaires, nonathletic institutional 
publications, and NCAA educational material 
published by the NCAA only.

Telephone Calls You can call the coach at your own expense.

Coach cannot call you
Electronic Correspondence (i.e. 
texts, IM, email.)

Not Permitted *athletes are allowed to initiate*

Off-Campus Contact Not Permitted
Official Visits Not Permitted
Unofficial Visits Unlimited



Junior Year HS
• Learn recruiting calendars – NCAA

• OFFICIAL VISITS CAN START APRIL 1 – LAST WEDNESDAY IN 
JUNE OF YOUR JUNIOR YEAR
• Official visit = all expenses paid by school for player & 

parents
• Consider “Unofficial” Campus visits

• Arrange through the school; they can provide up to 3 game tix
• Know where you are Academically

• Consider ACT/SAT Prep Course before you take the actual test
• Start to create a Recruiting Profile
• Interact with Coaches at REALISTIC TARGET SCHOOLS
• Attend “Prospect Camps”

• School-hosted



As a Junior

Recruiting Tactic As a Junior
Recruiting Material You can begin to receive recruiting material and 

information from the coach starting September 1st
Telephone Calls You can call the coach at your own expense.

College coach can call you once between April 15 and 
May 31.

Electronic 
Correspondence (i.e. 
texts, IM, email.)

All forms of electronic correspondence allowed 
starting September 1st of Junior Year

Off-Campus Contact Not Permitted
Official Visits Not Permitted
Unofficial Visits Unlimited



Senior Year HS
• Know where you are Academically  Last chance

• Consider ACT/SAT Prep Course well before you take the actual test
• Review both H.S. and NCAA Eligibility
• Official & Unofficial visits
• Narrow choices to a REALISTIC list of schools
• Recognize where you fit in (FBS? FCS? D2? D3?; Full Ride?  Partial?  

Walk-on?)
• If no D1 offers by now, it is HIGHLY unlikely they will com; change 

your focus
• 10-14 games left in your high school CAREER…put great film out there 

every single play; share with realistic target schools
• GO OUT STRONG…there are no do-overs.
• You really have the fall semester only; don’t wait!



As a Senior
Recruiting Tactic As a Senior
Recruiting Material You can receive material and information from the coach
Telephone Calls You can call the coach at your own expense.

Coach can call once per week starting September 1st.
During contact periods college coaches can call unlimited.

Electronic 
Correspondence (i.e. 
texts, IM, email.)

All forms of electronic correspondence allowed starting 
Sept 1st of Junior Year

Off-Campus Contact July 1st prior to senior year (limited to contact periods).
Official Visits You can start official visits on the opening day of your 

classes.
You get one per college and a maximum of 5 visits to D1 
schools and unlimited to D2, D3 and NAIA.

Unofficial visits Unlimited



NCAA ELIGIBILITY



But, that 2.3 GPA is the bare-bones minimum 



FULL QUALIFIER ACADEMIC REDSHIRT FULL QUALIFIER PARTIAL QUALIFIER
Can receive ATHLETIC 
SCHOLARSHIP; Can PRACTICE; 
Can COMPETE (PLAY IN GAMES)

Can receive ATHLETIC 
SCHOLARSHIP; Can PRACTICE; 
CANNOT Compete (Play in 
Games)

Can receive ATHLETIC 
SCHOLARSHIP; Can PRACTICE; 
Can COMPETE (PLAY IN GAMES)

Can receive ATHLETIC 
SCHOLARSHIP; Can PRACTICE; 
CANNOT Compete (Play in 
Games)

CANNOT receive Athletic 
Scholarship;  CANNOT Practice; 
CANNOT Compete (Play in 
Games)

Must complete 16 CORE 
COURSES; 10 must be 
completed BEFORE Senior Year; 
7 must be in ENGLISH, MATH or 
SCIENCE

COMPLETE 16 CORE COURSES COMPLETE 16 CORE COURSES COMPLETE 16 CORE COURSES

DOES NOT MEET MINIMUM 
REQUIREMENTS OF ACADEMIC 
REDSHIRT OR PARTIAL 
QUALIFIER

---AND--- --- OR --- ---AND--- --- OR ---

MINIMUM CORE GPA:  2.3 MINIMUM CORE GPA: 2.0 MINIMUM CORE GPA:  2.0 MINIMUM CORE GPA: 2.0

(Note: 2.2 beginning in 2018) (Note: 2.2 beginning in 2018)

ACT: sum score of 68 ACT: sum score of 68

SAT combined (Math & 
Reading) of 820

SAT combined (Math & 
Reading) of 820

Note: Must meet Sliding Scale 
Requirement beginning August 
2018

Note: Must meet Sliding Scale 
Requirement beginning August 
2018

Requirements

ACT/SAT TEST SCORE:  Must 
meet Sliding Scale 

Requirement

ACT/SAT TEST SCORE:  Must 
meet Sliding Scale 

Requirement

DIVISION I DIVISION II
NON- QUALIFIER

STATUS



NCAA “CORE COURSES”
Classes that are NCAA core courses include:
• English: English 1-4, American Literature, creative writing
• Math: Algebra 1-3, Geometry, statistics
• Natural of physical science: biology, chemistry, physics
• Social science: American History, civics, government
• Additional: comparative religion, Spanish 1-4

Classes that are not NCAA core courses include:
• Classes in non-core areas, fine arts or vocations such as driver education, typing, 

art, music, physical education or welding.
• Personal skill classes such as personal finance or consumer education.
• Classes taught below grade level, at a slower pace or with less rigor or depth. 

These classes are often titled basic, essential, fundamental or foundational.
• Classes that are not academic in nature such as film appreciation, video editing or 

greenhouse management.





Get on the recruiting map. . .





Will this highlight help me land a 
scholarship from the college position 
coach?
DO: Identify yourself …an arrow or a circle here is good. 

“DON’T BURY THE LEAD”…
DO: Lead with your best plays. 

DON'T: Mess with the speed of the film. Using slow motion or 
fast forward isn't fooling anyone, and it doesn't make the 
highlight easier to evaluate.

DON'T: Use celebratory graphics, like old school Batman style 
"BOOM" or "POW. 

DON’T: Use music.  Let your play on the field do the singing for 
you, and the coach watching it will be doing the dancing!

DON'T: Make your highlight private. This is one of the worst 
and it is happening more frequently.



SHOW
your 
stuff!

• Embed in emails
• Mail
• Hand Deliver
• Attach as pdf
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THE RECRUITING PROCESS





How interested ARE they?

Are THEY pursuing YOU?  Or, are YOU 
pursuing THEM?



Be honest…and know where
you will best fit in…

But know, if you WANT
to play, that opportunity can be there

THERE ARE 674 NCAA FOOTBALL PROGRAMS





D-1 
Averages



“Everyone has a game plan. . .
Until you punch them in the mouth”

-- Mike Tyson



No scholarship? 
EARN ONE.



TO PLAY JUNIOR COLLEGE FOOTBALL:  
YOU MUST BE A HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE.

HUTCHINSON 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

BLINN
FOOTBALL

JUNIOR COLLEGE FOOTBALL & TRANSFER TO 4 YEAR COLLEGE



Social Media

Search “Football Recruiting” and follow individual college 
recruiting Twitter feeds AND search/follow college coaches





Oklahoma State / Arkansas / Colts

Penn State

Duke

SMU



BIG PICTURE CHECKLIST
 The student-athlete, NOT the parent(s) needs to lead this charge, especially with direct 

contact with college coaches; they do NOT want to deal with the “Agent Parent”
 Grades (bare bones Core GPA: 2.3/D1 & 2.2/D2)
 Register with NCAA Eligibility Center
 Track CORE COURSES with Counselor at DRHS
 Research colleges at ALL levels (there are 674 NCAA football programs!)
 Complete each school’s online recruiting questionnaire!
 Prepare materials to send to coaches

 Hudl highlights
 “Infographic”/Player Resume
 Be sure ALL online bios are 1) CONSISTENT, 2) ACCURATE, 3) UPDATED

 Email Coaches with all relevant info and links to highlights
 100 minimum; narrow to a 10-10-10, then 5-5-5 list
 Be persistent, but not a pest
 Follow Up & reply to all messages
 Update on progress, milestones, etc., as relevant/meaningful

 Schedule Unofficial campus visits
 Attend on-campus Prospect Camps of target schools
 Keep Coach Woj in the loop on all contacts from schools and all school visits



• http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/resources

• http://www.ncsasports.org

• http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/grade-point-
average

• www.drendzone.com  click on NEWSLETTERS tab

If you want a copy of any slide in this presentation, just email me at
DRCoachPaul@gmail.com

Resources



Have a PLAN. . .
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